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i. (TS) Reference is ss&de to; 

a. JCSK-8G7-6S, dated 27 December 19SS, subject! “OS 
Policy for T«t (C) .* in which the Joint Chief* of Staff 
reviewed the results of ths atanddown at Christsm* ISSSand 
aafcde r*©onsaad*t±oas for the YET ctanddotm of 1S86* ; 




b* JCS25-72T-86 „ dsrtfcd 22 Ko^sber 1SS6 * «ifeje*ts " : 

sion of Military Operations CU),* which expressed the ~vi&&sr 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff regarding sdlitary «*aaddc*a*. . 
during the Christmas?. 8w Year, and TEY fcoli4fiyh*««9^M*: 

c, COHUSKACY reesage to CIKCPAC, me 3/0?!^®®: 
JC5 IH 2**938, which reviewed the cost to frlea^y ^fp^t^ |^g^' - 
the Chrietoas and Hew Year staaddmms and whlch.-.re ^Wp ^la^fe' - 
against a curtailment of our offensive military operatitJU*-tat ■ 


d. COHUSHACV sasesage to CIKCPAC, S4 SB3/2612HOZh2>«e«*h*r 
1966, JCS IH 1*530, which called attention to tho unuaoal^ 
number of waterborne logistic craft sighted in the SEA JHASOK 
area during the Carlstons standdown period* 

e. CIKCPAC massage to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 2S06*7Z 
December 1966, JCS IK 18376, which confirmed C0KUSKACJ S 8 
report of North Vietnam (KVH) waterborne resupply activity 
and recommended that, as the preferred course of action, the 
United States not 'participate in additional standdowa#* 

f. CIKCPAC aessege to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 0*6*032 
January 1967, JCS IK 270**, which strongly supports COMUSKACV's 
reco.'smendation in reference 1c. 
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2. <TS) The Mew Year'* etanddown just concluded marks the- 
fourth occasion during the part IS aenth# in which the United 
States and Its allies have suspended all offensive military opera 
tions in Vietnam for a holiday period* 


•. * t 

3* (TS) As stated in reference la and ©ore recently in reference: 
lb, the Joint Chiefs of Staff are strongly opposed to any Stands- 
down during the holiday seasons. . Moreover, they believe that 
the impact of these continuing interruptions of our military-;Initi¬ 
ative has increased to a point Where a review of this portion of 
US policy should b« jastde. 


4. <TS) Throughout the course of the standdown®, enemy-initiated 
incidents have increased in number and gravity. During the first 
stasvddown in Christmas 1S6S, there ware 84 incidents in a 30-hour ' 
period; during the 198? Hew Year 1 * standdowa* there were X%$' 
incidents in a 43~hc>ur period, all essay initiated* Eaeary: sxplo I - 
tat ion of the standdotras has included numerous acts of .vlols&ce: ? 
asid attaek® on friendly positions. Extensive preplanned 
ments of enemy t ro o ps and supplies have characterised all - the 
etanddowns. In addition, the capability of the enesy -tor-Xn&adh 
major attacks has been strengthened and protected.'by. our .lCS* . Of . 
initiative* For example, during the 1988 Christmas^peri^^raever&l 
attempts were taade to position major eneay f drees 
proximity to our .units« In one case» irsaedlately .fdl2*wi?tfutke 
Christmas st&nddovn, an assault on a US position- resulted- 
loss of 27 personnel and the wounding of 6§ score* C0HUS3SAC? 
concluded in reference lc that the staaddova v.» 

the opportunity to prepare and launch this d a m a g i n g attaOSg*"' 


S« CTS) Of particular significance and concern to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff is the oppor tun ity afforded the enemy to conduct 
major resupply operations. CZHCPAC has estimated in reference Is 
that, with the watercraft sighted in the SEA J5RASQ& area* HVH 
could have moved 10,000 tons of military supplies to the vicinity 
of the demilitarised zone A second effort of sissilar 

magnitude v&s launched during the Hew Year's etanddown* However, 
adverse weather reduced somewhat the accomplishment of the total 
effort. In addition, by such use of watercraft, it Is possible 
for KVN to stove surface-to-air missiles and their related compo¬ 
nents to the DMZ area safely and efficiently. 
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6 * <T 8 > Against thl* background off 
the etonddown periods by the enemy, the Joint Chieftf 'OJ^'Staff■ 
view the forthcoming stonddotm for TST with grave concer n*- T o 
grant the enemy a respite during a four-day etenddoen «t ®ET- wi! 

.gn, allow him time to reconstitute and replenish 


slow our 



greater casualties 


7 . (TS> Accordingly, the Joint Chiefs of Staff reeosaaend thatt 

a* The United States and ite allies not partici pate in a 

stonddown of offensive military operations during TET iSftf* 

/ 

b. The attached draft statement of policy be used in sub¬ 
stance for th e d sveloptsent of a new US/GYN/allied policy 
position for TET. 


% 

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff? / 

SIGNED ' 
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ANNEX 


PROPOSED ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GVN FOR THE CANCELLATION OF A 
CEASE FIRE DURING THE PERIOD OF THE LUNAR NEW YEAR (TET) 

8-12 February 1967 

The recent cease-fire and standdown of offensive mill- 1 

tary operations during Christmas and New Year's by the Government 2 
of Vietnam and her allies has been used by the enemy to impose 3 

casualties upon our forces and terror upon our civilian popula- h 

tion. During the New'Year's standdown alone,he overtly initiated 5 
169 terrorist incidents and covertly positioned his troops for 6 
a.ooacK against- the people of South Vietnam and their allies. 7 

Further, he has taken every advantage of our honest observance of 8 

publicly announced principles to improve his military posture. 9 

A.s c. result o* these flagrant violations of, his announcements 10 
made m public forum, the enemy has caused unprovoked casualties 11 
to our people and to our forces. In view of the enemy's complete 12 
disregard of the basic principles of the Christmas and New Year’s 13 
cease-fire and standdown, the Government of Vietnam and her 14 

allies hereby cancel their announcement of 30 November 1966 for 15 


a cease-fire and curtailment of offensive military operations 
during the Lunar New Year, February 8 to February 12 , 1967. 
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